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ACTION STEP

KEY VERSES AND QUOTES

Read Matthew 10:21-22. Stand firm. The idea of standing firm is very familiar language in the New
Testament, and we are to especially stand firm when peace is not an option. However, sometimes it
can hit really close to home, even with our own immediate families or extended families. This can
bring tension and cause adversity within relationships, but our ultimate hope is that these loved
ones who do not know Jesus would come to find Him. We can bring peace into any situation as
peacemakers, so let’s remain faithful to whatever circumstance the Lord has placed us in. How have
you navigated difficult family or close relationships in regards to your faith? Have you had to put
up boundaries that have caused tension?

Read Matthew 10:34-39. Give up your life. Our love and devotion for the Lord must come first in
our lives. The beautiful thing about giving up your life is that when you do, you end up finding true
life in Jesus. We get to live this new life in Jesus that completely changes everything and we are
able to see life from a godly and biblical perspective. There are so many stories of redemption out
there about lost family members or those who were far off from the Lord that are now walking with
God and have been saved by Jesus! These are stories that we should praying for and seeking God’s
wisdom and help with. Who in your life needs the Lord, but seems really far off from Him? How
have you been navigating that journey? Are you praying, seeking God for wisdom, and planting
seeds?

Read Matthew 10:40-42. Hope for peace. This is not just wishful thinking or a mental exercise in
positive thinking, it is a practical hope that puts you in a position to make a difference. That position
may be uncomfortable or tense at times, but it is worth it for the kingdom of God to continue
expanding. We are called to be ambassadors for Christ, helping people become reconciled to God.
What a privilege and honor! Where is God calling you to step into a difficult place to bring hope?

“I hope that we can be an encouragement to you as you walk through this hard
truth of Jesus; in some cases following Jesus will not lead to peace in your family.” –
Ross Frisbie
For if we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first believed,
we will share in all that belongs to Christ. – Hebrews 3:14
“Guard yourself, but hold your ground. Stand strong in your faith even if they attack
or make fun of it or ostracize you. Be courageous and bold for Jesus.” – Ross Frisbie
Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with
God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.” – Romans 5:1
“Think about those great stories of redemption; when a single family member
comes to know Christ and then like a line of dominos the rest of the family falls in
love with Jesus and give up their life for him too.” – Ross Frisbie
If you want to be my disciple, you must, by comparison, hate everyone else – your
father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters – yes, even your own life.
Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple. And if you do not carry your own cross and
follow me, you cannot be my disciple. – Luke 14:26-27
“Your relationship with God must become the top priority over father, mother, wife,
and children. This will bring tension in other relationships. Our place in that tension
is to follow Jesus with all that we have, standing firm in our faith, giving up our life,
and hoping for peace.” – Ross Frisbie

DT -  DOMINANT
THOUGHT
What do you do when
peace is not an option?

CONSIDER THIS

Stand firm. 

Give up your life. 

Hope for peace.  

GROUPS

The Hard Sayings of Jesus
The Cost of Following Jesus - Ross Frisbie
Matthew 10:21-22, 34-42

What kind of home/family
did you grow up in? How
did that impact your faith
journey?

Both parents practicing
Christians
Neither parent was a
practicing Christian
One parent was a
Christian but the other
wasn’t.
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Sermon Video Let us do everything we can to seek to live in harmony with everyone around us even when
it seems like peace is not an option. Which of these statements do you need to cling to as
you navigate challenging relationship dynamics: stand firm, give up your life, or hope for
peace. 

http://www.yes2god.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@PPCCPodcastsYes2God/videos

