TAI.K IT OVER KEY VERSES AND QUOTES

The Hard Sayings of Jesus

Dealing with Gnats and Neighbors - Ross

Frisbie
Matthew 23:23-24

DT - DOMINANT
THOUGHT

Go and do likewise.

CONVO STARTER

Recall an example in your
life where you were shown
great mercy and
faithfulness?

How did that impact your
life?

CONSIDER THIS

e Don't get distracted by
what is good when you
could be doing what is best.

e Focus on the greater things.

¢ See through the eyes of

Jesus.

RESOURCES
e Pikes Peak Christian Church

e Sermon Video

e “Jesus says that God is clearly pleased with our tithe, and we should all be
tithing, but that’s not central to his heart like justice, mercy, and faithfulness.” -
Ross Frisbie

e The Lord is more pleased when we do what is right and just than when we offer
him sacrifices. - Proverbs 21:3

e “Jesus was angry with their legalism. | wonder if the reason they followed the law
so 'to the letter’ was not about accuracy, but more of an attempt to not give God
any more than what is required.” - Ross Frisbie

e Getrid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of
evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
just as God through Christ has forgiven you. - Ephesians 4:31-32

e “If Jesus came to bring justice then we must do our best to emulate his heart and
be people who generously advocate for others.” - Ross Frisbie

e Lovethe Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself. - Luke 10:27

e “Please understand that theology is important, very important. Gnat straining
was good and appropriate, but if your gnat straining gets in the way of you
seeing your neighbor then we've got a problem, church.” - Ross Frisbie

TALK IT OVER

Read Matthew 23:23-24. Don’t get distracted by what is good when you could be doing what is
best. This is the fourth of the “Seven Woes” that Jesus directs toward the Pharisees. Jesus is
basically saying to them that they have missed the point of what it means to really follow after God.
The most important things to God are justice, mercy, and faithfulness. They are so focused on little
gnats (unimportant matters) that they can'’t see the camel (elephant in the room or the important
matters). Now, tithing or giving is not bad, it's actually good, but we can’t get these matters of
importance out of order in our lives. More than anything, God wants you to be a person of justice,
mercy, and faithfulness. What “good thing” can often get in the way of the most important thing (a
heart transformed by God)? How do you catch yourself when this happens?

Read Ephesians 4:2-3, 31-32. Focus on the greater things. This is what we see Jesus doing
throughout all of his public ministry and probably his entire life here on earth, practicing justice and
being merciful and faithful toward others. Most often this was directed at the lowliest people and
the most vulnerable in society. Justice, mercy, and faithfulness are extremely important, they are
the greater things that we should be focused on! Sometimes, we can even struggle to do this with
our brothers and sisters in Christ. How are you doing at practicing justice, mercy, and faithfulness
to your fellow Christian and to those who do not know Christ? Which is easiest and which is
hardest (justice, mercy, faithfulness)?

Read Luke 10:27-37. See through the eyes of Jesus. Jesus faced a similar situation back in Luke 10
when an expert in the law tried to find a loophole with the word, “neighbor.” It's a sad example of
someone who knows the truth, but they try to find a way out of actually practicing the truth. Let
that not be us. Regardless of people’s ideas or thoughts about Christians today, we can still be
people who are a light for Christ in this world. Who is God calling you to see differently? Who is
God placing in your life to help in a time of need?

ACTION STEP

At the end of the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus says plainly to, “Go and do likewise.”
In your peak group or in your family, seek out the Lord in prayer about who you can show
justice, mercy, and faithfulness to this month. Make a plan to help, pray for that person, and
show them the true character of God.



http://www.yes2god.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@PPCCPodcastsYes2God/videos

