TALK IT OVER

The Hard Sayings of Jesus

The Biblical Approach to Confronting Sin -

Mitch Myer

Matthew 18:15-20

DT - DOMINANT
THOUGHT
One mark of a great

Christian community is
mutual humility.

CONVO STARTER

Have you ever been
rebuked for a habitual sin?
If so, what was your
reaction to it?

Have you ever had to
rebuke someone for a sin?
How did it go?

CONSIDER THIS

Take sin seriously by
pursuing holiness.

We rebuke sin with the
desire to bring restoration.
God has given the local
church the authority to

exercise church discipline.

RESOURCES

Pikes Peak Christian Church

Sermon Video

KEY VERSES AND QUOTES

¢ "“We should be very measured, reflective, prayerful, and self-controlled in regard to
confronting sin. There are many important, biblical principles at play when it comes to
this discussion.” - Mitch Myer

o Asitis, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into
repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. For godly
grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly
grief produces death. - 2 Corinthians 7:9-10

e "Holiness is a process, something we never completely attain in this life. Rather, as we
begin to conform to the will of God in one area of life, He reveals to us our need in
another area. That is why we will always be pursuing - as opposed to attaining -
holiness in this life.”- Jerry Bridges

e Foranything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O Sleeper, and
arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” - Ephesians 5:14

e "Think about the times in your life when you have grown the most, what is the
common denominator? Truth being exposed and discomfort.” - Mitch Myer

e My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him
back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. - James 5:19

¢ “Most churches teach, but very few churches practice church discipline”.- Mitch Myer

¢ Forthey disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he [God]
disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. - Hebrews 12:10

TALK IT OVER

Read Matthew 18:6-12. We take sin seriously by pursuing holiness. This first part of Matthew 18,
Jesus is talking all about sin; how we should view our and other’s sin, how to deal with sin in the
local body of Christ, and how God deals with sin. To pursue holiness means that we are pursuing the
Holy One himself, Jesus Christ. We need to get sin out of our lives at all cost, Jesus tells us.
However, we often act scared of sin even though Jesus has already defeated death and slavery to
sin for us. Sin only has power when it remains hidden and in the dark. The longer we follow Jesus,
the less we should be sinning. How have you seen yourself become less prone to sin? Do you
practice confession of sin with other believers? Have you opened your whole life up to the Lord to
be sanctified and transformed?

Read Matthew 18:15-17. We rebuke sin with the desire to bring restoration. When sin becomes
habitual or damaging to the wider community of believers, we need to confront sin by rebuking that
person. There is an important process involved: gradually progresses from private to public,
repentance can happen at any step, and discipline may need to occur. When we come to follow
Jesus, we become a part of the body of Christ. Rebuking sin is not about judgment or
condemnation, it’s really about caring enough about your brother or sister in Christ to speak the
truth and do something a little uncomfortable. Mitch listed out the four layers of personal sin: gross
sins, conscious sins, unconscious sins, and attachments/trust structures. Which layer of sin are you
currently working through? How do you think this process helps make disciples?

Read Matthew 18:18-20. God has given the local church the authority to exercise church
discipline. Church discipline is just the church’s response when one of its own fails to represent
God's holiness, love, or unity by being disobedient to God. Discipline is an important part of
discipleship. How has the Lord’s discipline helped you in your walk with Christ?

ACTION STEP

Contemplate and reflect this week if you have sin you need to confess. Confess to a spouse,
trusted friend, or a pastor this week.
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