TAI.K IT OVER KEY VERSES AND QUOTES

Marching Orders

e “Jonah was a reluctant prophet, he said no when God said go, but God did not give up on

Change Happens When You Obey Your him and God will not give up on us.” - Ross Frisbie

Marching Orders- Ross Frisbie
Jonah 2-3

DT - DOMINANT
THOUGHT

Sometimes the right thing
to do is the hard thing to
do.

CONVO STARTER

What difficult thing have
you had to do recently that
was the right thing to do?

How did you know it was
right and what was the
outcome?

CONSIDER THIS

¢ What we believe to be a
problem; God uses as
provision.

o In all moments we should
pray.

e God'’s capacity to redeem is
greater than our capacity to
rebel.

¢ When the heart seems
harder, God'’s word remains

sharper.

RESOURCES

e Pikes Peak Christian Church

e Butthe Lord provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three
days and three nights. - Jonah 1:17

e "We see our situations as problems, as pain, as punishment...when it might be provision
from the Lord to cause a change in your life like it will for Jonah. God doesn’t always give
us what we want but he will supply us with what we need.” - Ross Frisbie

e Isanyone ofyou in trouble? He should pray. - James 5:13

e “When God called Jonah, he ran. But when Jonah called out to God, He listened and
answered. That's why in all moments we should pray.” - Ross Frisbie

e Forthe word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost
thoughts and desires. - Hebrews 4:12

e “God uses flawed people to spread his word, and that doesn’t diminish the power of his
Word one bit. God’s Word transcends the messenger.”- Ross Frisbie

e Yetthe Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. For the Lord is a
God ofjustice. Blessed are all who wait for him.- Isaiah 30:18

e “His character is to show us compassion when we repent. Please understand who our
God is. He is not looking to catch you in sin; he longs to show you compassion and
mercy.” - Ross Frisbie

TALK IT OVER

Read Jonah 2:1-10. What we believe to be a problem; God uses as provision. Sometimes God
provides in ways that we don’t expect as | doubt Jonah thought he would get swallowed by a fish.
The thing you see as a problem might be God’s provision for you to help others through their pain,
through their problems, through their “belly of the fish” moment. In the moment, it can be really
difficult for us to see what is happening clearly. That is why reflection is an important practice for us
so that when we look back we can see God'’s faithfulness and provision in full display. However,
what do we do when the problem comes? What is our response? Jonah's response was to pray.
When a problem arises, what is the likelihood you will go to God in prayer? Do you believe prayer
has power or not?

Read Jonah 3:1-6. God’s capacity to redeem is greater than our capacity to rebel. Jonah is out of
the great fish thanks to our great God. He is given another chance when the word of the Lord
comes to Jonah a second time. Jonah obeys God, but it is clear that he does not have the right heart
behind that obedience. Even in this situation, we see God use a flawed person to spread his word.
The power of God'’s word is not hindered or lessened due to the messenger because God'’s word is
more powerful and it will not return void. How has God used you even when you weren't “feeling
it?” How have you been obedient even when your heart is conflicted about something?

Read Jonah 3:7-10. When the heart seems harder, God’s word remains sharper. The people of
Nineveh were cut to the heart by Jonah’s short message/sermon. The people of Nineveh
demonstrate true repentance on the inside and the outside with their sackcloth/ashes and fasting
and God relented (or changed his mind) about bringing disaster on them. Repentance is to turn away
from what you are doing and turn towards God. This was an act of compassion and mercy not only
on the people of Nineveh, but also on Jonah who was given another opportunity. How have you
seen God'’s word transform people and bring them to repentance? What is your story/testimony?

ACTION STEP

e Sermon Video

Pastor Ross brings up a theological debate that can often come up in biblical stories like
Jonah...the doctrine of immutability (God is unable to change). Immutability refers to the state of
being unchangeable, fixed, or incapable of alteration. Read Jeremiah 18. Do you think God can

change his mind? Do you think immutability is more about God's unchanging character?



http://www.yes2god.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@PPCCPodcastsYes2God/videos

