“Caught in the Middle - Ross

1 Kings 18:20-40

DT - DOMINANT
THOUGHT

You become what you
worship.

CONVO STARTER

When have you had to a
take a stand for your
faith, family, or
conviction in your life?
How did it go? What did
you learn?

CONSIDER THIS
¢ Idolatry makes you try

harder.
o You can't do more

because he did it all.

e |dolatry was destroyed, when

the altar of God was

restored.

o God shows up and shows
out so the people would
know “The Lord, He is
God.”

Idolatry is deadly business.

o The faith you live by
better be good enough
to die by.

RESOURCES

TALK IT OVER

Elijah: The Making of a Man of God

KEY VERSES AND QUOTES

“Lots of people in a lot of churches worship Yahweh God and the rest of the week worship some other
idol. You don't call it that, but it is that. Either he’s Lord of all or he's not Lord of all.” - Ross Frisbie
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God'’s creation. “I know your
deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are
lukewarm - neither hot nor cold - | am about to spit you out of my mouth.” - Revelation 3:14-16

"It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted
creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like anignorant
child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what it meant by the
offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” - C.S. Lewis

“Our issue of being far too easily pleased, causes us to more easily fall into idolatry, and idolatry
demands that we try harder.”-Ross Frisbie

“You must not have any other god but me. You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind of an image
of anything in the heavens oron the earth or in the seas. You must not bow down to them or worship
them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection for any other gods.”
- Exodus 20:3-5

“Yahweh is the one true God, and he left no doubt about that by leaving no trace of the altar Elijah had
just built. We overuse the word, ‘awesome,’ today, but this is an awesome scene.” - Ross Frisbie
Suppose there are prophets among you or those who dream dreams about the future, and they promise
you signs or miracles, and the predicted signs or miracles occur. If then they say, ‘Come, let us worship
other gods’ - do not listen to them. The Lord your God is testing you to see if you truly love him with all
your heart and soul. - Deuteronomy 13:1-4

“The worship of idols leads to our destruction, and in this case led to their death.” - Ross Frisbie

TALK IT OVER

Read 1 Kings 18:1-14. Be uncomfortable. Anytime that we take a stand for what is right or good or
for the Lord, it will put us in uncomfortable situations. Obadiah was tasked with finding Elijah, but
he didn’t really want to do that. Instead, Obadiah wanted to lie or work his way around this
uncomfortable situation that he might be put in. We have to get comfortable being uncomfortable
because comfort is not something that has ever been promised to us. What have you been
avoiding in your life that might be uncomfortable?

Read 1 Kings 18:15. Be undivided. Taking a stand for something means we are being undivided, no
more fence-sitting or hemming and hawing back and forth or being the “go along to get along” kind
of person. It means we do not waver in our loyalty or purpose, but we remain stable in our
devotion to the Lord and what he has called us to. Elijah is going to face the king, he is not running
or hiding from that reality. Obadiah is trying to do the bare minimum to stay in the good graces of
both the king and God, but no one can serve two masters. Is your loyalty divided between God and
man? If so, what is pulling at your devotion that you need to let go of?

Read 1 Kings 18:16-17. Be trustworthy. A real man of God says what he means and means what
he says, he keeps his word. Elijah keeps his word and goes to meet Ahab face to face. It's the most
powerful man in the nation versus the most powerful man of God at the time. Elijah is not a
troublemaker for Israel; he is a troublemaker for the Lord. Elijah didn’t wait for Ahab’s permission
to call him out, but the Lord did and so Elijah acted on behalf of God. Who in your life do you allow
to be your troublemaker for the Lord (to call you out on your sin)?

ACTION STEP

The world or culture around us may view us as troublemakers because we have placed our faith
* Pikes Peak Christian Churchin Christ and are devoted to God’s kingdom. Pastor Ross said, “You can be a good citizen until
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you can’t be a good Christian.” What are we willing to give up/sacrifice for God and his
kingdom? Journal and reflect on that this week.




